Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00791 181640Z 
43 

ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-15 AID-05 ( ISO ) W 

021187 

R 181620ZNOV 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4191 
INFO AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMCONSUL LUANDA 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USUN NEW YORK 910 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0791 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: VORSTER SPEAKS ON THE LIMITS TO CHANGE WITHIN SOUTH 
AFRICA 

REF: CAPE TOWN 776 AND 757 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. IN SPEECH THIS PAST WEEKEND, PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER REPEATED HIS DENIAL THAT IN EARLIER SPEECH HE HAD 
FORECASR DRAMATIC CHANGES IN RACE RELATIONS WITHIN SOUTH 
AFRICA. HE ALSO MADE IT CLEAR THAT SEPARATION OF RACES 
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REMAINS BEDROCK OF HIS DOMESTIC RACIAL POLICY. END SUMMARY. 
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2. IN SPEECH DELIVERED NOVEMBER 16 AT WESTERN TRANSVAAL TOWN 
OF ZEERUST, VORSTER REITERATED THAT WHEN, IN HIS NIGEL 
SPEECH NOVEMBER 5, HE SPOKE OF MAJOR CHANGES WITHIN NEXT 6 
TO 12 MONTHS, HE WAS NOT REFERRING TO DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN 
SOUTH AFRICA. HE BLAMED ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRESS FOR WHAT 

HE TERMED WAS A MALICIOUS AND COMPLETELY DISTORTED INTER- 
PRETATION OF WHAT HE HAD SAID AT NIGEL. 

3. VORSTER EMPHASIZED THAT WHITES WOULD CONTINUE TO RULE 
SOUTH AFRICA AND THAT POWER OF BLACKS TO GOVERN WOULD BE 
STRICTLY LIMITED TO HOMELANDS. HE SAID: 'T WANT TO SAY IT 
DELIBERATELY AND IN THE SPIRIT OF THE GREATEST FRIENDLINESS 
TO ALL THE LEADERS OF THE BLACK PEOPLE: IF THERE ARE PEOPLE 
WHO ARE AROUSING YOUR HOPES THAT THERE WILL ONE DAY BE ONE- 
MAN, ONE- VOTE IN THE WHITE PARLIAMENT FOR YOU, THEN THEY ARE 
MISLEADING BECAUSE THAT WILL NEVER HAPPEN." HE ALSO SAID 
THAT MAJORITY RULE IN SOUTH AFRICA WOULD CONSIST OF "MAJORITY 
RULE FOR THE TSWANAS IN TSWAN ALAND, THE VENDAS IN VEND ALAND, 
AND THE ZULUS IN KWAZULU. BUT THE WHITES WILL GOVERN SOUTH 
AFRICA." 

4. THERE WOULD BE NO SHARING OF POWER BETWEEN WHITES, 
AFRICANS, COLORED AND ASIAN: "WHEN YOU HAVE SHARED POLITICAL 
POWER WITH ANY OTHER PERSON, WHITE OR BLACK, YOU CAN NEVER 
AGAIN TAKE IT AWAY." 

5. VORSTER SAID THAT DISCRIMINATION AND "DIFFERENTIATION" 

WERE TWO DIFFERENT CONCEPTS AND SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED. 

RACE DISCRIMINATION IN SOUTH AFRICA WOULD BE ELIMINATED 
ONLY IN THE CONTEXT OF SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT. MOREOVER, 

HE WISHED TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT IF IT WAS EXPECTED OF THE 
GOVERNMENT TO REPEAL ANY MEASURE WHICH WOULD ENDANOER THE 
"IDENTITY" OF WHITES OR TAKE POLITICAL POWER OUT OF THEIR 
HANDS, "THEN I AM NOT PREPARED TO TAKE THOSE MEASURES." 

6. LOOKING AT SOUTHERN AFRICA AS A WHOLE, VORSTER DECLARED 
THAT HE WOULD DO EVERYTHING IN HIS POWER TO BRING ABOUT 
PEACE AND THAT HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THIS COULD BE 
ACHIEVED. HE SAID HE WELCOMED THE REACTION OF AFRICAN 
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LEADERS TO HIS SPEECH IN THE SENATE DURING THE LAST PARLIA- 
MENTARY SESSION. HE WANTED TO REPEAT THAT SOUTHERN AFRICA 
WAS AT THE CROSSROADS BETWEEN PEACE AND AN ESCALATION OF 
VIOLENCE. HE WAS ASTOUNDED THAT THERE WERE PEOPLE WHO 
CRITICIZED HIM FOR CHOOSING THE ROAD OF PEACE. HE HAD CHOSEN 
THE ROAD OF PEACE NOT OUT OF WEAKNESS BUT OUT OF THE STRENGTH 
OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

HURD 
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